 Facilitator’s briefing
INTRODUCTION
This is an introductory session, from a feminist perspective intended at work with young women.
Aim

The aim is to raise awareness of what asylum means and how it affects women. At the end of the session participants should have knowledge of what it means for women to be positioned asylum seeker.

Objective

The objective is to produce a visual montage of words, pictures and designs that represents young women’s ideas on asylum as an introduction to work on women and asylum. 
A second objective is to produce a claprap that incorporates participants’ ideas on asylum contrasting and comparing their own ideas with the information presented.

About the session
The session is participatory, engaging participants at equal levels of engagement; both individual as well as group participants.
Running the session

For the session you will need: A3 sheets of paper; materials to write, colour or draw: glue sticks; scissors.

Follow-up

As a result of the participatory nature of the session it is high energy and the session could develop into unpredicted areas. Be prepared to follow-up with information that might be needed. The Institute of Race Relations website has materials on asylum issues www.irr.org.uk.  Frances Webber writes a lot about the issue.
Completed reflection sheets can be emailed to k.osivwemu@mmu.ac.uk for comment and follow up support.

Requests for follow up sessions should be addressed online to Feminist Webs.

Materials in the session are original. The poem is the work of Emiola Fadeyi and is printed in part. Complete copy is available from the book “Am I Safe Yet?” available from the Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations archive at www.racearchive.org.uk .

Enjoy!

Kimberley

SESSION OUTLINE 

	Introduction 
	Task one 
	Task two
	Task three
	Evaluation

	2 minutes
	10minutes
	20minutes
	20minutes
	5minutes


Introduction

The session will include some work alone and some in a group.

You will do some work on your own ideas and with others in a group.

You will also be asked to listen to some writing that a woman has written about her own experience.

Task one

Practice the claprap.

You will work with a partner, in two’s some of the claps are done with your partner.

CLAP(two hands together)                          12

CLAP(two hands high to your partner)             3-

CLAP(two hands together)                          12

CLAP(two hands low to your partner)              3-

CLAP(two hands together)                          12

CLAP(one hand right to partner’s left)            3-

CLAP(two hands together)                           12

CLAP(one left to partner’s right)                   3-

The claprap will be developed with words that are worked on throughout the session.

Task two

1)Think of the word ’safety’.

2)What comes into your mind when you think of the word safety?

3) Find some pictures/write some words/colour some shapes that represent what come sinto your mind.

4) Work with a group and stick your picture/words/designs onto a sheet of A3.

CLAPRAP
Do the claprap and add your word on 3 as you clap your partners’ hand. Your partner should say their word on the second 3 as they clap right to left.

Task three

Listen to the words written by Emiola Fadeyi

BEING AN ASYLUM SEEKER: A CRIME

Asylum Seeker is not the end of the road

We are human being

We are women of great expectation.

We are women of vision.

Even though back home

I am most wanted

Sometimes I feel like I’m grounded from being 

Safe and peace- minded.

Asylum Seeker is not the end of the road.

Our journey to this country is not an excursion.

Our loneliness is unbearable,

We are lonesome,

We are lonesome.

To any traveller, any place we come to can be home

Even for a day or two.

Any language we learnt can be our own

For as long as we care to use it

Asylum Seeker is not the end of the road.

When I stretched out my hand

No one was there to grab it,

Because I am an asylum seeker.

When I looked back I felt bad because 

People called me Asylum Seeker.

Then I wept bitterly because no one was there 

To call me by my name.

They used reference number

They called me E1034873.

Think of the word ‘asylum’ – what did Emiola say about asylum?

Think of a word that Emiola might add to the claprap. 

CLAPRAP

Do the claprap and add your word new word on 3 as you clap your partners’ hand. Your partner should say their new word on the second 3 as they clap right to left.

Now there are three verses to the claprap. The first verse is without words, the second verse has your words for safety and the third verse has the words for asylum.

Kimberley Osivwemu
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REFLECTION

Please answer the following questions in what ever way you want to:

1) What did you think of doing the claprap?

2) Would you use it as part of a presentation?

3) How did compilation of the montage progress?

4) Do you have any ideas as to how it could be used again?

5) If there is one thing you would change about the session – what would it be, please explain.

THANKS-

Kimberley
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