Updates from Africa: The Community Education Fund, Tanzania 

The Community Education Fund was set up with money raised from the 2005 Kilimanjaro Trek, organised by ICA:UK members. The Fund seeks to support those children most in need (see boxes) and has seen a steady growth in the number of children it has been able to sponsor. Charles Luoga, Programme Manager with ICA Tanzania, reports:
ICA Tanzania’s Community Education Fund (ICEF) was formed in 2006 for the purpose of helping Maasai girls to access secondary school education. These girls were to be enrolled from poor families that could not afford to take them to school. The Fund was set up for girls only due to the fact that they were less considered in their community and the priority was being given to boys. 
After ICA had familiarized the community with the project, the Fund started operating in just two wards in Monduli District: Engaruka and Selela. The community members formed education committees that became responsible for the selection process and developed into the 
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Jane Simon is 17, and in Form 3. Born the sixth of 9 children, she never saw her father from birth, and was brought up by her mother, who works as a labourer on people’s farms. Of Jane’s three older brothers, one has died and two have left home, with their mother not knowing where they are. Her other brothers are in Primary and Nursery School.  Jane is the only girl to go to Secondary School. Two of her sisters are married. Jane is afraid of marriage, mother has tried to support her but she is forced to live in a friend’s home because in her own house there is not enough food. Mother took her to the village government, who let her study for free until they could find a sponsor for her and she is glad ICA came along to help her. Jane loves chemistry and biology, and wants to become a doctor. She hopes to work in her community after schooling…and on holidays she would like an English tutor. She is very friendly, open, with a good sense of humour.
link between students, ICA and the community. In the first year ICA enrolled four girls to be sponsored. Three girls came from Engaruka (Amina Hassan Osujak, Safina Ibrahim and Naishiye Edward) and one from Selela (Mwanahamis Issa). 
Over the past two years ICA Tanzania has been able to attract additional sponsorship for the Fund, and it is now able to sponsor 16 pupils. In addition, Heads of Schools have become more involved in the selection process, enabling girls who had run away from their parents (to avoid a forced marriage, for example) to be identified and chosen. These girls were often not identified by the community committees. 

As the Fund has become more established, and is demonstrating what it can achieve, new challenges are also emerging: 

1.  While the Fund has been successful at sponsoring children into school, the issue of the quality of the education they receive is now becoming more of an issue. The general performance of students from Selela and Engaruka, for example, is not very satisfactory as there are only four teachers for around 200 students, there are not enough books and there is no laboratory. ICA Tanzania is looking therefore, at the possibility of transferring the sponsored students to schools where they can access better quality education.
2. There is a much higher number of students seeking support than the current ability of ICA and the Fund to accommodate them (to date there are 10 new applications that haven’t been processed), and these children in need are not limited to either the Maasai community or to girls. To address this ICA Tanzania are considering expanding the mandate of the Fund beyond Maasai girls, and continue to seek additional sponsors.
3. While the sponsorship covers the basics, unforeseen costs (e.g. for a mid-term study tour) can raise problems for the budget.
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  Winfrida Thomas is 19, and in Form 4. Her father died of TB in 1999. Her mother runs a small business selling tomatoes and vegetables in Mto Wa Mbu township. Winfrida has 3 brothers, 2 sisters. Her brother had to quit Form 4 because his mother could not afford school fees, and is in Dar Es Salaam, selling food items at a bus stop. Another brother is doing the same in Arusha. One sister with two kids, is now divorced and living at home with mother, assisting her with the business. The youngest boy is in primary 6, hoping to find a sponsor to continue secondary schooling. Winfrida’s favourite subjects: chemistry, biology, history. She wants to become a DOCTOR and if not, an ENGINEER. She intends to bring her knowledge back to her community and wants to assist orphans. After Form 2, she was sent home because of lack of money and she is very happy to be sponsored.
Mwanahamisi Ally is 17 and in Form 3. From Selela, Mwanahamisi’s father died when she was 14, having already left home and married again. She lives with her mother and her 8 brothers and sisters. Her mother is HIV+, and on medication, but she has no energy, can’t work hard, and can only do small part time jobs at home and in her garden.[image: image3.jpg]


 In the family, 3 girls and 2 boys are married, while one elder brother stays at home taking care of family at age 27. Her elder sister quit school and is looking for someone to marry her!  Mwanahamisi wants to become a journalist. She loves history, Swahili, languages, writing. She promised to write a story of her life for ICA. Mwanahamisi feels there is no news in Selela, feels news is found in big cities like Arusha, Dar Es Salaam or the world!

Apart from the three girls featured here, the Fund supports a further 13 children in Monduli, and would like to support more:
	S/N
	Name of student
	School
	Class

	1. 
	MATILDA  LOSERIANI
	Manyara
	Form 3

	2. 
	NEEMA OLODI
	Manyara
	Form 3

	3. 
	HILDEGARDER MWACHA
	Manyara
	Form 2

	4. 
	MOINANI   MASIAYA
	Manyara
	Form 1

	5. 
	EVE JOSEPH
	Manyara
	Form 3

	6. 
	TATU KIBWANA  -
	Oltinga
	Form 2

	7. 
	10 SENDEO LETIPIPI
	Oltinga
	Form 2

	8. 
	AZIZA HAMISS
	Oltinga
	Form 2

	9. 
	SAFINA IBRAHIM
	Oldonyo lengai
	Form 2

	10. 
	NAISHIYE EDWARD
	Oldonyo lengai
	Form 2

	11. 
	SOINE SAIGURAN
	Oldonyo lengai
	Form 1

	12. 
	AMINA HASSAN
	Irkisongo
	Form 3

	13. 
	MAGRETH SOLOMON
	Oldonyo Lengai
	Form 1








If you would like to know more about this Fund, more details of the children being sponsored, or are interested in sponsoring a child, please contact Jonathan Dudding on 0208 697 6896 or �HYPERLINK "mailto:jdudding@ica-uk.org.uk"�jdudding@ica-uk.org.uk�





THANK YOU!
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