Wigan Borough-wide girls and young woman’s day 

7th March 2009
Women's day speech given by Young Woman from Lowton Youth club - Zara, George and  Sam.
Our girls group in Lowton has been on the go for around 4 years, over the years the girls group has done a lot for us as young women. We are able to be ourselves within the group and socialise with the same gender peers. When the doors close we can express our thoughts and feelings in a safe and confidential environment. We can touch on subjects that we may not feel comfortable talking about within our mixed gender groups and anywhere else for that matter, any concerns or issues we feel we need to deal with, we can talk about here and further explore. 
The girls group is a place where you can make friends with fellow peers you never thought you would find mutual ground with. In a sentence, I would describe our group as a safe place for young women to come to be themselves, eat, socialise, participate in various gender specific activities without male dominance.
We don’t always stay at our base, dependant on funding we regularly go out on trips or residentials to help us gain new skills, and broaden our interests, horizons and abilities. The latest residential was a trip to London, we went to learn about Fair Trade, one of the reasons all you lovely girls will be eating a banana today. We also gained experience of being in a new environment out of our normal comfort zone, learned how to use different transports, gained awareness on alternative cultures and a lot of knowledge around our national heritage.    
Basically it was about being independent which we can use in our everyday lives.
Within our group we have been involved in various accredited activities, funding applications and basic life skills stuff which we have been encouraged to plan, take a lead on and feedback our thoughts. This has given us the confidence to take part in volunteer programmes and support not only our group, but other youth groups as well giving us freedom of choice and a chance to celebrate female achievements.
Thanks for your time, we hope other young women will do the same.
