The Sex Discrimination Act and
ihe Egual ODppartunitios Ast in
1975, outlawed discrimination
sgoingt, and improved opportuni-
tiea for woman, on the grounds of
sox. Since then tharm has been
mors  discusalon  and | open
mindedness. Women's arttitudes
aned pxpoctaticns have been raisaecd
as to what sorts of joba thay can
dn:nd tha sort of lives they can
lead.

It Mg fallen malnky ta educationsliste
10 take rusponsility o Araure that
gwia s well boys are given equal
opporiunTisd MRE 7ol discrimirnmiud
against on grouwds of sex. Schools
recntd havi 1o phsure thal sl subjpact
optiors are offered to girls and Doy
mstuad of offering, aay, wooowors 1o
pevE only ung cookony thogits snly
Timetaying” Is an eituss Some
schioo s use to avcid meetng thu
neechs. But what about yautk sarvica?
s clear st such |egrs Rlion Bs the
ChA and EQA soulkd b mara
apalicabbe 1o Antartica than 2ritaa 1l
EUSTUML fuieral practoR ang uwenh
pe3s is arything 1o ga by, | wondar
wiy this i3 g0, whilsl rase relztons
loglslation is serlousy enforced,

Frarr the pradle to the grave we &re
‘snoowroged  inlo sirotly  defned
pender roles. Girls are dressad inpink
anill howa afe drassed 0 ool girs
mado 1o 5 Loy clear and reat whi o oy
drese colls and altempd 1o saw; boys
gre Bncoursgud o be BOVAATUTOLR
while they play with their maccano
angd moda’ railwaye, Ltle girty don't
fzht or gut wet, whlie boye dan’t ory,
in primary schoal the Peler and Jane
B bos t | w1 rlam §n which wooim e ord
waiser lor Deing strEcive or for
ook ng after gormeohe whilst men are

wragel  for  their  cleverpags o
achiwesmenl.
Whet 2 thu elfest of ol thase

mesesges? The oftect-is that girs
pagin w Yasl  unconfident  wad
undermined. i

Tha fimtle gidl becomes an adolescant
ang by this 1meane has a consideably
giferent sct of sills fram har male
counterpars,  Sha  doos  difernm
things 31 school, 2t home and @ e
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youth club, where she giggles in
pErAars, B ateraaid i1 e oy (S
ewen i gqe ian't she pretends to bet,
Bhe gpende tima in the “'powoer
racm’’ applying mako-ug, She may
[#cH wp & rabkle tennis bat and atiurmt
v Bt b Dl pather seif-ponasiouhy
ant probably miss, She rmay Bsk 1o put
tam rmcards an, but thal s voaling waith
clestries aquiprment which is a boys'
ob. She does the food providing and

smrds out lioral tributes o the WVI9

yeho apens a new exterson,

Thira is one theead running theough
het teens and incesd the rost of bor
lite. Boys The finding and kaaping of a
bofriund, Ewven those girlsSwomen
wbo make o decision nod 10 rmake it
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Be-ard-gid-all  go  thraogn gt
iri=mal contiict and ol and run s
rise of baing ostrocizod, Sne drasses
tar the aavs, does thincy ihat she
thnks teey vealld Bip, Sho omoy ot
1 up for o school Acdth olub soors
uvil nevause she has been fold by
Sirn it ot (eminiee, oF ot os e,
ne’s notinterestied. Orif she hasn't g
@ bay-triend, wobe Enown d6 sporty s
the wrang mage. Nasiher coes &he
wart 1 he known s clowor or
hardwyearhi gy, Sk grvas up a il st oty
cxeept ore znd thon she concentrales
hord; pomire bis mater-bike, o A
pdlion posscrger, wateh him play
b match, admine his schievements
rt kesp gquiet  aboul  hed  Gwn
acwevements Sha then acoepls s
e gl demuonds withoul questioning.
Hon often doaes she say il st How
8

aften does she go on the pill because
e cnicgte, Har rala (8 te put hirn Dest,
Wihen thae pattern is w=et it's not
Aurorising thsl women become (o
gonfalent; helpless whon i comes G
procticul things, We are unusad 1o
fonls, having g Bfetime of them
bgaws takemn out of gur hands lry
S patuil misn, of having the |ob dong
for us by well meaning men. We den'
uyen know tha names of the, tools. Da
wett know hosw 1o change & plug? Often
thoso that da, heve 10 think twice, in
grivups who doos most of the aking?
hien speak, women Esten, Oh yes. Wa
hove all the caring, servig inﬂ akila
Good a1 johs with people. Nurscs,
teachury, Gsocial  workers, shop
anslzinnts, by pistg,

Woman must try and take Dack
gonldopes that hes been swipped
aviry. [Lisvilal 1 understand that this
lack of confidence is disp rooted.
Wamean have heen teeghl 10 be
i lorear s v think wae ara. When a 'E:l':
AaIvE o oan't, she gunuingély belieyes
she can's Samehow she has to ba
o Thist 11 ie within her abifity. She
has 1o see thal swomen can do things
traditionally undertaken by men. Girs
aié puf dowm as  ppalhate  End
pnirmerested, Thiey might well be,
pocaias that & how they have been
pxoectod 10 benave. They might not
ive, vet bida it Wwwconform, To suddenky
pupame motivated ond aollve or 56
appist 50 demands a change almos
too citticudl 1o make. Te develop one's
coen inderosts 5 10 have  the
conTdance to do that. To ask about &
couise of o job B e hava the
confidenceto actuady do it They nesd
ta e shown how 10 use it (0 bae
helped how to make decisons, ndced
that il s right ta make decisons.
Thosa who are concernad abowut
“youth’ should be concerned that
woman develop sa paoplo ROt B8
adjsncts o men. Youth workers
must bagin quastioning what thay
are doing with girs and boys. Ara
they colluding with society n
undarmining girds or Bra thoy
helping thermn to develop to their
full potential. If you are colluding
maybe you ought to think again



