
Drag King workshop plan, 2 hours
Equipment

Drag outfits and props for people to borrow (caps, socks, jackets, ties)

Spirit gum, Sponge, Black shoe polish and a toothbrush to flick it on with
Fake hair (or people use a bit of their own)

Scissors

Pens, Coloured pens

Flipchart

Small paper

Eval sheets, people bingo, power pyramid, drag questionnaires (try looking in ‘My gender workbook’)
Film

Activities

1)a) People bingo, everyone has a sheet and they have to go round and write the name of a person that does the thing a box says, e.g. has had short hair in their life, who would rather be playing with action man/Barbie/She-Ra, who wore skirts etc (5mins)

b) In small groups people brainstorm what drag is, what types there are, what are stereotypes and which apply to women or drag performers, then feedback to group

(10-15mins inc feedback)

2) True, false and don’t know statements, each one is read out and the participants have to go and stand by the one they agree with, and explain why they have stood there:
a) I think that every woman who dresses in drag wants to be a man.

b) I think trying to imitate men is an insult to women

c) I think that we should only have same sex toilets because I don’t want to share with men.

d) There is no difference between a butch lesbian and a drag king

e) If you dress in drag that you must be a bit gay.

f) The are only two sexes/ genders, male and female

g) You are what you wear

h) I would dress up in drag in a safe space but I wouldn’t go into the centre of town wearing it

I) My parents would be glad that I am attending this workshop

(20mins)

3) The pyramid of power with famous people in it, people have to draw a quick pic of themselves and 

a) put themselves where they think they are

b) put themselves where they would like to be

c) put themselves where other people would put them

d) comment on whether the pyramid is right and how we could change it

(10mins)

Ask people to think about what sort of drag they might like to do…

6) People drag up with our help, picking props and doing facial hair, ‘packing’ (putting a sock down their trousers) slicking shoe polish on their cheeks to look like stubble, cutting up pieces of the hair until they are quite small then using these as beards (stick on using spirit gum) etc (20mins)

7) Characterisation, people lie on floor and facilitator gets them to close their eyes, imagine they are in their bedroom, what it looks like, posters on wall, size, what sort of house/flat, where? What is the view from the window? You are going out tonight, who are you meeting, friends or a lover or family? What clothes will you where and how do they make you feel?
Get up and walk around in character

a) on way to evening meet up, generally walking

b) A speedy walk to get to an appointment

c) A slow walk like you are ties and walking home to go to bed

(10mins) 

8) People have to put themselves in a line from the least powerful to the most powerful. They decide their place and explain why they are stood there. (people can play fight it out to decide who should be the most powerful)
(10mins)

9) People ‘do what happens next ‘role plays in small groups

a) Toilet- you walk in to the women’s toilet and a group of women  tell you that you are in the wrong one…  (act out the first bit and then act out what YOU think happens next)

b) Supermarket- You are holding your girlfriends hand in the supermarket and two young lads take a close look at you and shout, ‘it’s two girls!’….(act out the first bit and then act out what YOU think happens next)

c) Travel, you get to passport control and the woman wont let you on because she says the girl with the big perm on your passport photo is not you… (act out the first bit and then act out what YOU think happens next)

d) Workplace- your line manager at the supermarket you work at tells you that you have to change your hair and not dye it otherwise he will fire you… (act out the first bit and then act out what YOU think happens next)

(10mins)

10) Evaluation sheets and goodbye!

