Flipchart notes September 2008

Feminism

Women’s lib

·   1960/70s movement, allowing women the right to equal opportunities

· “If these walls could talk 11”

· Freedom and equality to men?

· Women can do anything!

· Not singled out

· Fighting for freedom from gender-related constraints

· Liberating women – via protest

· Challenge gender expectations by androgyny

· Campaign against wages 

· Out-strengthen men

· Challenge sexism around me

· I would campaign

· Argue with Cabio

· Wearing trousers instead of dresses

· Wear a suit to prom

· Challenge sexist language

· Make sure people know sexism is not just against women

· Discourage sexist comments

· Wear dresses

· Try my hardest to get a high rank job in the construction industry (which is male-dominated!)

· When I see sexism in the workplace I will always challenge it!

· Talk to men and women about sexism and help them to understand the issues and encourage them to stop people who show sexist attitudes

· Make both sexes talk about things and all help to support each other to treat everyone equal

· Treat everyone equally!

· When faced with discrimination I will make a stand and fight for the equality I deserve as apposed to accepting it

· Be more involved in LGBT groups – specifically L & B

· Tell other women about this workshop and the issues discussed

· Challenge someone about a comment that may hurt someone

· To tell women how beautiful they are and they are a huge part of this world

· Challenge shops that sell playboy merchandise in my area

· To listen more about the facts of feminism

Sexism

· When men say they are better than women

· Discrimination because of your sex

· The idea of male / female jobs

· Oppression / looking down on a person simply because of their gender

· People having a preference over men and women

· Judgement based on gender

· When both genders are not treated equally

· Discrimination against a person or group of people because of gender

· Discrimination on the basis of physical sex or overall gender (female or male though former is more common)

Waves of feminism

· Type of discrimination because you are a woman

· 60s – women getting / fighting for the pill / abortion

· Feminism spreading and becoming stronger

· Third wave feminism

· First wave, suffragettes right to vote

· Three waves?

· Riot grrrl

· 90s wave of female musicians i.e. Bikini Kill

· Greenham Common women’s camp anti-nuclear and pro-feminist

· Different periods of time when feminism has had a particular focus or feminists have approached sexism in different ways

· Feminism has different ‘fashions’ in that certain themes / arguments are predominant over a particular period in time

· Different periods of time in which feminists have had a particular impact or new ‘revelation’ (this may not be the word I’m looking for)

· Reaches back to before it was fully recorded

· Groups of women fighting back “This is the post-feminism era – we’re liberated”

· Different times / periods of feminism… each wave focussing on a different element and adjusting to environment suffragettes/gists = vote, 60’s = equal rights and challenging stereotypes, now = post feminism = pornography, abortion, equal wages etc.

· Developments through time as the needs or issues which face women change

· Times when feminism reached new ‘heights in society’ or ‘new achievements’ within society

Oppression

· A force to do something you do not want

· Being put down or forced to do something

· Being forced to do something

· Social pressure to do / be / believe / behave (or not) in certain ways

· Slavery

· Being forced to do something

· Society pressuring men and women into particular roles

· Putting me down

· Denying people’s freedom

· A heavy weight

· Creating forces through mediums like language / media etc. to stop a particular group from succeeding etc.

· Expectations / social constructions

· To make someone smaller than others or less significant

· Strong discrimination against a particular group

· Been tied down

· Distinctly subordinated groups

· When people are unfairly treated by society and made to feel inferior, and somewhat lower than they are

· Attitudes that can often be the dominant ones in society can hold people back without just cause

· You can’t be yourself

· When people / person questions another persons right to the same rights as them (or does not allow the same rights / equality!)

· Some women who we may view as ‘oppressed’ may se themselves as ‘free’ e.g. page 3 models – is this oppression or liberation?

Women’s lib

· Women getting the freedom

· Women coming together for freedom and equality

· At different stages of progress cross-culturally

· Women reclaiming the right to live in whatever way they see fit free from judgement and oppressive attitudes

· All women (gender) being free from all forms of discrimination and oppression

· Women getting recognition

· Not apologising for being a woman

· Woman rights

· Right to choose

· Set you free

· Feminism was generally referred to as ‘Women’s lib’ before it was feminism. Actual women’s liberation would be when a women truly experiences freedom and accept and respect each others choices – imagine that

